Pericardial tamponade and massive pleural effusion complicating orthotopic heart transplantation.
Pericardial and pleural effusions occur commonly after open cardiac procedures. However, the combination of tamponade and massive pleural effusion is not often observed. We present a case of such a patient who received an orthotopic heart transplant in a setting of previously diagnosed systemic sarcoidosis. Treatment ultimately required the creation of a pericardial window and chemical pleurodesis.